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According to an official communique released Nov. 13, the National Intelligence Service discovered
a plot by three retired generals and various active military officers to overthrow the government
of President Alberto Fujimori. The coup attempt was thwarted by loyal members of the armed
forces. The statement said the rebels intended to assassinate the President and capture army chief
Gen. Nicolas de Bari Hermoza in the hopes of obstructing the Nov. 22 constituent assembly (CCD)
elections. The communique named retired generals Jaime Salinas Sedo, Jose Pastor Vives and
Luis Palomino as the coup leaders and indicated that between 20 and 25 active military officers
participated in the attempt and had been arrested. The statement concluded by affirming the
situation within the armed forces was "completely normal" and emphasizing that the government's
determination to pacify the country by eliminating the Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) and
Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement (Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru, MRTA) rebel
organizations remained firm. In statements to reporters, Fujimori provided the following details on
the coup attempt. The conspirators met on Nov. 12 to plan the final details and agreed to meet at
3:00 a.m. on the 13th to carry out the coup. Ret. Gen. Salinas arrived at the appointed location but
detected the presence of loyal troops, and was captured during an attempt to escape. Fujimori said
Maj. Hugo Ormeno, second in command of the military police guarding the presidential palace,
was arrested as he attempted to lead a group of soldiers to replace the palace guard with the intent
of assassinating the President. Fujimori said he had meanwhile slipped out of the palace, taking
refuge in an army barracks in order to allow the events to unfold. Fujimori said the conspirators
committed "two fundamental errors: they attempted to overthrow a President who has the support
of the large majority of the population, and they failed to gain the support of the armed forces."
Fujimori called the coup attempt by 20-25 officers "minuscule" and "insignificant," given that the
officer corps includes about 15,000 members. The official gazette published a presidential decree
stating that senior military officers can henceforth be retired on the basis of "renovation," whereas
previously retirement was based solely on time in the military service or criminal charges. The
legal definition of renovation was not made explicit, although the decree clearly gives the executive
the authority to determine military promotions and demotions. The decree had apparently been
implemented prior to the coup attempt. The wife of Ret. Gen. Luis Palomino told reporters her
husband was not involved in any attempt to overthrow the government. She said, "there is no coup,
only the arrest of an innocent man...Since when can there be a coup without [the leaders] having
command, without troops, without weapons?" Next, she called on members of the Organization
of American States (OAS) electoral monitoring commission to investigate the situation. Before
being arrested at his home, Ret. Gen. Pastor said the charges against him were false and expressed
surprise at hearing allegations of his involvement during a radio broadcast. Nov. 14: Former
foreign minister Augusto Blacker told reporters the attempted coup "had no chance of success"
but that it would serve to strengthen the position of the pro- government Change 90-New Majority
(Cambio 90-Nueva Majoria) coalition in the upcoming CCD elections. Mercedes Cabanillas, deputy
secretary general of the Popular American Revolutionary Alliance (Alianza Popular Revolucionaria
Americana, APRA) party, said the coup was a "masquerade" to aid the government's position in the
elections and smear a few military leaders and political organizations. The APRA, headed by former
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president Alan Garcia who is currently living in exile in Colombia, has denounced the elections
as a "farce" and will not run candidates. Cabanillas added, "We will not be intimidated by any
possible accusation [of APRA involvement]. On the contrary, we are working with labor groups to
organize a national protest against the [government's] economic policy and the farce of the CCD."
In statements broadcast on TV Channel 9 in Lima, Fujimori said there was an unidentified "black
hand" behind the failed attempt to assassinate him and overthrow the government. Fujimori added
that the coup attempt would have been much less important if the country wasn't in the midst of an
electoral process, "which some well-known sectors of the opposition want to impede at any cost."
Fujimori named three retired generals and two active duty army commanders implicated in the
organization of the coup. Fujimori affirmed that he has the "complete support of the Peruvian armed
forces" and dismissed the possibility of another coup attempt. He also referred to reports regarding
an opposition movement within the military, the COMACA (colonels, majors and captains),
indicating the group was nothing more than a "creation of the opposition mass media." [Some
Peruvian newspapers have recently reported the distribution of flyers, attributed to COMACA,
calling for a military rebellion to protest low salaries, the lack of government protections for the
military in the war against Sendero, and asserting that the armed forces have been "used" by
Fujimori to "entrench" himself in power.] Uruguayan Foreign Minister and head of the OAS
observer mission Hector Gros Espiell condemned any attempt to interfere with the electoral process.
About 200 OAS observers are in Peru in conjunction with preparations for the Nov. 22 elections.
Daily Lima newspaper La Nacion published a front-page story on the coup attempt under the
headline, "The Coup: A Fairy Tale?" (Golpe: Un Cuento Chino?). Ret. Gen. Alejandro Antunez de
Mayolo called on the government to prosecute the accused conspirators in a civilian court under
public scrutiny. Antunez de Mayolo expressed doubts regarding the veracity of Fujimori's charges
of military coup plotting. Ret. Gen. Edgardo Mercado Jarrin told reporters the three retired generals
implicated in the coup "could not have organized and directed the [coup] attempt because they
don't have any support or influence within the military institution." Mercado Jarrin added that
the government "isn't telling the whole truth. There is something behind this that they're hiding
and it must be clarified." Mercado Jarrin was one of the principal leaders of the 1968 military coup
against former president Fernando Belaunde. Nov. 15: In an interview with TV Channel 2 in Lima,
Fujimori said the vehicle in which Salinas was travelling when arrested belongs to businessperson
Julio Vera, a close friend of former president Alan Garcia. He also said that the conspirators used a
house belonging to Vera to meet and plan the coup. He added, "I don't draw conclusions [from this],
I dare not because it is still under investigation, but Vera's close relationship with Garcia is well
known." Fujimori denied the coup attempt was a result of military discontent over low salaries and
a recent decree increasing the executive's role in military promotions, demotions and retirement. He
indicated the motives were instead linked to government investigations into military involvement in
drug trafficking in the Upper Huallaga Valley, the country's principal drug production region. Next,
Fujimori criticized all parties, labor organizations and individuals boycotting the Nov. 22 elections
for the 80 seats of the CCD and said "the elections will take place despite all obstacles." He said
he has rejected requests, resulting from the failed coup attempt, to postpone the elections. Jose
Barba, senator in the dissolved congress and Democratic Coordinator (Coordinadora Democratica)
candidate for the CCD, expressed doubt regarding the government's version of the coup attempt,
which he called a "grotesque comedy." Barba said, "It is the first time in history that a coup has
been attempted without troops, without tanks, without a shot being fired, and in which the leaders
are arrested the following day as they rest in their homes." Barba concluded that the reports of
the attempted coup are part of efforts by Fujimori to increase voter support for former energy and
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mining minister Jaime Yoshiyama, who heads the Cambio 90-Nueva Majoria coalition candidate
list, and to assure that the coalition wins an absolute majority of seats in the CCD. Additional doubts
about the coup attempt were expressed by Popular Christian Party (Partido Popular Cristiano, PPC)
former deputy and CCD candidate Lourdes Flores, former Society and Democracy (Sociedad y
Democracia) senator Manuel Moreyra, and independent former deputy Fernando Olivera. Nov.
16: In an interview with weekly news magazine Oiga, Salinas said "The President was only to be
captured, without any harm done to him." He said the coup plotters intended to have Fujimori
tried in court on charges of violating the constitution with his April 5 "auto-golpe," in which he
suspended the constitution and dismissed congress. The aim, according to Salinas, was to turn
the presidency over to former vice president Maximo San Roman, who was named constitutional
president by the dismissed congress. Salinas said the coup was intended to be bloodless, but plans
were scrapped at the last minute because the leaders "were not completely sure we could guarantee
the President's life. We are sure someone betrayed us." Salinas said he was "outraged" by a military
plan to commit electoral fraud to ensure a pro-government majority in the Nov. 22 CCD elections.
He said that Cambio 90-Nueva Mayoria candidate Jaime Yoshiyama had obtained a copy of the
vote-counting computer program from a source at the National Electoral Council for use by the
armed forces. (Sources: Deutsche Press Agentur, 11/13/92; Associated Press, Spanish news service
EFE, Agence France-Presse, 11/13-16/92)
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